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Author Terry McMillan
feels "sympathetic to
grandparents" raising
kids. 

Navigating Miami Book Fair just
gets harder and harder, especially
on the big street fair weekend. Not
sure how you should spend your
days? We have a few customized
fair strategies to suggest, but re-
member: It’s OK to mix and
match (or ignore us completely
and forge your own path).

All events in Chapman
require free tickets, but
there will also be a standby
line for every event (and
usually you will have no
problem getting in).

IF YOU LOVE FICTION
Stories of all sorts drive

your curiosity.
Saturday
10 a.m., Room 8201: Get

tips for your next book club

meeting at “Book Clubs: What’s
Trending,” with BookReporter-
.com’s Carol Fitzgerald and novelist
Gayle Forman (“Leave Me”). 

Noon-2 p.m., Auditorium: Park
yourself in the Auditorium and
wallow. First up is the always-enter-

MIAMI BOOK FAIR

A 48-Hour Book Blitz
BY CONNIE OGLE
cogle@miamiherald.com

SEE GUIDE, 6C

Former Miami City Ballet
stars Jennifer Kronenberg
and Carlos Guerra have
spent their lives in ballet
studios, where teachers,
directors and choreogra-
phers have always told them
what to do. On this recent
October afternoon, they are
still in a studio, rehearsing
with a phalanx of dancers at

the Miami Youth Ballet in
South Miami-Dade.

This time, however, they
are the ones in charge. In-
stead of learning steps from
Erin Mahoney Du, who is
teaching the Cuban-themed
ballet “Juanita y Alicia” to a
dozen dancers, Kronenberg
is sitting at the front of the
studio, frowning with con-
centration as she takes
notes. In the corner, Guerra 

Former
MCB
dancers
leap into
a new life

BY JORDAN LEVIN
jlevin@miamiherald.com

DANCE

C.M. GUERRERO. cmguerrero@elnuevoherald.com

Dimension Dance Theater dancers
rehearse at Miami Youth Ballet in South
Dade. The new troupe is headed by
former Miami City Ballet stars Jennifer
Kronenberg and Carlos Guerra.

SEE TROUPE, 8C

JOSÉ A. IGLESIAS jiglesias@elnuevoherald.com

Dolly McIntyre, left, and Mary Burke are members of The Villagers, Miami-Dade’s oldest preservation group. McIntyre is a charter member; Burke is the current president.
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Tropical Life BOY GEORGE 
WILL PERFORM 
WITH HIS 11-
PIECE BAND AT A 
VIP PARTY IN MIAMI, 4C

PEOPLE

fashioned elbow grease. After a
group of volunteer women
saved the historic Douglas En-
trance in Coral Gables from
being torn down, they moved
on to help other landmarks,
including Vizcaya.

“There I was on top of a lad-
der scrubbing the kitchen ceil-
ing [at Vizcaya],” McIntyreD

olly McIntyre’s me-
mories of Miami’s
earliest preservation
efforts are less about
art and architecture
and more about old-

recalled. “I could smell the Spic
and Span, and it was just run-
ning down my arms. At that
time we did what we had to do.
We cleaned pigeon poop, we
cleaned bathrooms, we cleaned
whatever needed cleaning —
basically grunt work.”

McIntryre is a charter mem-
ber of The Villagers, Miami-

Dade’s oldest preservation
organization and one of the
most influential. Founded in
October 1966, it is celebrating
its 50th anniversary this year,
and a quick rundown of its work
underscores how its influence
has extended past those first
clean-and-scrub moments.

The Villagers’ efforts have

touched pretty much almost
every local historical landmark,
but beyond that the group has
been instrumental in providing
money to help other like-mind-
ed groups and, perhaps more
importantly, to foster preserva-
tion in the community. The 

Adapting to an ever-changingMIAMI
BY ANA VECIANA-SUAREZ
aveciana@MiamiHerald.com

SEE THE VILLAGERS, 2C
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Dear Abby: I’m a
divorced and remarried
mother of two adult chil-
dren. Both live on their
own and have decent jobs.
After the divorce, I man-
aged to keep a roof over
our heads, food on the
table and provide college
for my children. My ex-
husband, their father, spo-
radically paid child support,
which resulted in an arrear-
age owed for the past nine
years.

Recently, I received a
substantial sum of the bal-
ance I was owed for back
child support. My dilemma
is that my children feel
that because their father is
having financial problems
(finances were always his
issue), I should give the
money back to him because I
am financially secure.

Abby, they are ignoring
everything I had to do to

support them while they
were still dependents and
my responsibility. Add
into that their health care,
extracurricular activities,
Christmases and birthdays,
etc., when he said he didn’t
have money.

I feel I have every right to
keep the money. I have told
this to my kids, but they are
mad at me because I can’t
seem to get the message
across. Your thoughts would
be greatly appreciated.
— Flustered in Florida

Dear Flustered: You were
divorced from this man for
good reason. Your respon-
sibility to him ended when
the divorce was finalized.
What you have received
for shouldering the entire
responsibility for raising
your children is yours and
yours alone. Do not apolo-
gize to anyone for what you
prefer to do with the money.
And for your sake, please
don’t allow yourself be
trapped or guilted into doing
anything against your better
judgment.

Kids wantmom to return
overdue child support

Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

Hax is on leave. This origi-
nally ran on June 17, 2012.

Dear Carolyn: My fiance
is European, I am from the
United States, and after our
fall wedding we will be liv-
ing in a different country
altogether.

Our wedding guests
would like to know if we
are registered anywhere for
gifts. Since where we live
next depends on where both
of us get our next jobs, we
can only specify two con-

tinents with any certainty.
That is why I would like
people to make a donation
to our relocation fund.

My fiance says he feels

uncomfortable asking for
money, but I feel like that
would be the best use of our
friends’ and family’s gen-
erosity. Is it ever OK to just
ask for money? If so, how
can we do it without sound-
ing tacky?

— International Affairs of
the Heart

The Holy Grail, cold
fusion, Bigfoot, Atlantis, the
cure for the common cold, a
tasteful way to request cash
gifts: What do these things

have in common?
If the mythic quest for the

polite shakedown ever has a
happy conclusion, then I’ll
be sure to publish an update
in this space. In the mean-
time, those who have no use
for what others purchase for
them, for whatever reason,
will have to make use of the
options that good manners
always permit.

The first and best option
is to remind yourself that
getting started in your new
home is entirely your finan-

cial responsibility, and that
your guests’ sole purpose is
to provide emotional sup-
port. If they provide more,
then that’s just a pleas-
ant bonus. Mantra-fy as
needed.

Since you need to provide
some kind of answer to
gift inquiries, you have an
additional, more practical
option: “Thanks so much
for asking — we didn’t
register, because we’ve got
an international move (or
several) coming soon.” In

this case, saying “4” may be
rude, but saying “2 + 2” is
perfectly appropriate.

You can also ask your
close relatives and friends
— i.e., those whom guests
traditionally approach for
gift ideas — to convey that
no-registry message.

And, finally if a bit obvi-
ously: All of our most trea-
sured gifts aren’t the ones
we want, but the ones we
actually get. Please be open
to what others have in their
hearts.

Couple preparing for big move would prefer monetary wedding gifts

BY CAROLYN HAX
tellme@washpost.com

CAROLYN HAX
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Villagers were instrumental
in starting the Dade Heri-
tage Trust in 1972 — McIn-
tyre was its chair for the
trust’s first three years —
and in helping launch the
Florida Heritage Trust four
years later.

“We realized that the
need was greater than what
100 women could handle,”
McIntyre said. “We needed
an advocacy group that was
more political.”

Consider some of The
Villagers’ efforts:

A Fought to save An-
derson’s Corner, doing
some of the research and
documentation to get it
listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

A Participated in the
renovation and restoration
effort of the Merrick House
in Coral Gables as well as
the center courtyard of El
Jardin in Coconut Grove
(now part of Carrollton
School of the Sacred
Heart). 

A Helped restore the Old
Larkin Schoolhouse on the
grounds of Sunset Ele-
mentary School.

A Contributed to the
restoration of the Light-
house Keeper’s Cottage at
Bill Baggs Cape Florida
State Recreation Area,
including installing mu-
seum displays, transform-
ing the kitchen into an art
theater, providing signage
along the historic gardens
and creating an archae-
ological dig display in the
cistern.

A Spruced up David Fair-
child’s study at The Kam-
pong.

A Restored the fountain
at the Coral Gables Wom-
en’s Club.

A Raised tens of thou-
sands of dollars for scholar-
ships.

A Donated $25,000 to
help restore the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas home in
Coconut Grove.

A Hosted, sponsored or
funded walking tours, his-
toric hunts, lectures on
local history and tours of
historic homes and gar-
dens. It also has published

several books.
Over the past decades,

the group also has evolved.
Though it has maintained
some of its signature
events — the ever-popular
annual home tour, for
example — it no longer is
as involved in hands-on,
elbow-grease restoration
projects. Instead it focuses
on partnering with other
groups by handing out
grants and funds. 

“It’s our way of spread-
ing our preservation efforts
and expanding our reach,”
said current president
Mary Burke. “We’ve dis-
covered we’re good at
raising money and helping
others by giving it away.”

To wit: This year, the
group provided a grant of
$20,000 each to five pro-
jects, some of which have
already been completed.
These include the installa-
tion of a sprinkler system
for Coconut Grove’s The
Barnacle; restoration of
antique metal light fixtures
at Vizcaya; restoration of
the floor of a historic log
cabin for the Village of
Biscayne Park; repair of
seats at the Shepard and
Ruth K. Broad Center at
Barry University; and fi-
nancing a mobile teaching
unit and portable interpre-
tive unit for the South
Florida Pioneer Museum
to be housed at the Re-
dland Farm Life School.

The group has also
adapted and redefined
what preservation means
in Miami-Dade. Members
look not just for a preser-
vation project but one that
will maintain a communi-
ty’s history and culture
within the confines of
current demands.

“The preservation aspect
is still crucial,” Burke add-
ed, “but how we transform
that into functional, livable
communities is our chal-
lenge. We’re not just about
preserving old history but
also about integrating
history into the require-
ments of a new Miami.”

The group now includes
men, and the various levels

of membership enable
those who are employed
full time to participate on a
sliding-scale system of
requirements. 

Brett Gillis is one of the
newer members of The
Villagers. The hospice
pharmacist moved here in
2012 and has spent the
past two years renovating a
George Fink home. That
effort, and a long-abiding
interest in historic struc-
tures, led him to The Vil-

lagers. Now he is co-chair
of the Holiday House Tour,
which this year focuses on,
yes, Fink architecture.

“What I liked most
[about The Villagers] was
that it wasn’t a fly-by-night
group,” Gillis said. “They
have a serious commit-
ment and a serious budget,
and they’ve made some
significant contributions to
the community.”

He also likes the fact that
it isn’t a large, unwieldy

group but “a smaller group
of like-minded people who
are passionate” about pre-
serving history.

Gillis and other mem-
bers insist that The Villag-
ers, though half a century
old, is just getting started
in its efforts to protect the
area’s history. The group’s
most daunting challenge
may be to create a preser-
vation ethos like other
cities — namely, Char-
leston, Savannah and Bos-

ton — that treasure and
protect their worthy build-
ings.

“Miami does have a
culture, it does have a
history,” Burke said. “But
informing people and edu-
cating them is something
we need to do again and
again. Not everything
should be preserved, but a
lot should be protected and
there are ways of repurpos-
ing a building to do this. If
something is functional
and beautiful, let’s keep
it.” 
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Events and Info
THE VILLAGERS 2016
HOUSE TOUR 

“Finding Fink,” featuring
the architecture of George
Fink, Coral Gables’ most
decorated architect

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 3 in
Coral Gables (ticket holders
are advised of start
locations prior to event).
$35, advance purchase by
Nov. 22 (no will call/no
on-site ticket sales). For
information and tickets,
visit thevillagersinc.org. Or
send check payable to “The
Villagers, Inc.” with a
self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: The Villagers,
Inc, PO Box 141843 Coral
Gables, FL 33114-1843.
Please include address and
phone numbers on check. 

“The Gardens of
Miami” 
The Villagers’ hardcover
264-page “coffee table”
style book showcasing
Miami’s gardens is now
available for purchase and
shipment. It contains
almost 400 photographs
by master photographer
Steven Brooke, an
introduction by Joanna
Lombard and text by Elaine
Mills and Julie Petrella
Arch. There are also
sections that highlight
Miami’s public gardens and
garden organizations. $60
plus state sales tax (no tax
on out-of-state orders) and
a shipping and handling fee
of $5 per book. To order
visit thevillagersinc.org.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

KAREN BUCHSBAUM

The Villagers helped with the restoration of the Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage at the Bill
Baggs Cape Florida State Recreation Area in Key Biscayne.

The Villagers donated money to help restore the Marjory Stoneman Douglas cottage in
Coconut Grove.
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