VILLAGER SUPPORT LAUNCHES NEW BOOK

CELEBRATING ARCHITECTURE OF CORAL GABLES

By Karen F. Buchsbaum | Photos provided by Karen F. Buchsbaum

The new book Coral
bles, a part of the Coffee
Table Journeys Collection,
by author-illustrator José
Gelabert-Navia will be un-
veiled at a reception and
book signing event on No-
vember 7 at the Coral Ga-
bles Museum, 285 Aragon
Avenue. The free event is
open to the public and will
be held from 6:30-8:30 PM,
during which the author will
give a short presentation
followed by the book sign-
ing. Books will be available
for sale.

A practicing architect with
the firm Perkins + Will, Ge-
labert-Navia is a profes-
sor and former Dean of the
School of Architecture at
the University of Miami. His
teaching focus has been in
the areas of architectural
design and the related his-
tory of colonialism and glo-
balization.

Ga-

"The Villagers are delighted
to be instrumental in bring-
ing this book to the public,”
said Susan Medina, Past
President of The Villagers.
“Professor Gelabert-Navia's
work will help immortalize
and celebrate the incredible
accomplishments of George
Merrick’s architectural team
who began building Coral
Gables 100 years ago.”

According to Professor Ge-
labert-Navia, most of the il-
lustrations included "are the
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original monuments Merrick
did in his time."” A resident of
Coral Gables for more than
30 years, he selected the
sites he felt were more iconic.

Since 1966, The Villagers
have awarded more than
230 grants to more than 80
organizations and awarded
200+ university scholarships
to advance historic preser-
vation. Through educating,
advocating, fundraising, res-

toration, and documentation
The Villagers work to pre-
serve the cultural and archi-
tectural heritage of historic
sites and neighborhoods in
Miami-Dade County.

For more information about
The Villagers, membership,
and upcoming events in-
cluding the popular Holiday
House Tour set for Saturday,
December 9, visit: https://
thevillagersinc.org/
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